POLITICS AND POLITICIANS
)per action may be to resign.   I should say
it in this connection there was a case against
si on the Corn Duties and against Palmerston
the Danish question.    Peel was overborne
the distress of the time and Palmerston by
* House of Commons, and perhaps the Court;
t  I  cannot  think  that  either  should have
yed in office when so leading a feature of his
licy proved impossible to maintain.    Pitt's
don on Catholic emancipation affords a far
ter precedent.    Be this as it may, however,
ese instances are striking illustrations of the
nits of all Prime Ministers' power.
If it is unjust to judge political leaders on the
mmption that they are completely their own
asters, it is equally untrue to suppose that they
n give to each question as it arises their full,
ature, and informed judgment.   The physical
nitations of English politics are not in the
ast understood even by the best educated lay-
.en.   The calls of constituents, the demand for
iblic speeches, the insistence of deputations,
ie pressure of departmental work, the long
3urs and searching interrogations of Parlia-
ient,  leave far  too  scanty a time for any
linister to apply himself to independent de-
beration and research.    Though I have not
sen in the highest circle of a Government, I
it no rash guess to say that on many